
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL) 
(GRADES K-12) 

*Denotes minimum requirement of two (2) semester hours. 
Revised September 2003 

 

I. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: 
A. A valid Missouri permanent or professional certificate of license to teach;  

 

II. PROFESSIONAL REQUIREMENTS * (These shall be met by courses of at least two (2) semester 
hours, unless otherwise specified.): 
A. Psychology and/or Education of the Exceptional Child (including the Gifted); and  
B. Basic Reading Techniques for Secondary Teachers; and 

 

III. PROFESSIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ESOL (Minimum requirement of twenty-one (21) semester 
hours): 
A. Linguistics and English Linguistics; 
B. Language and Culture or Sociolinguistics; 
C. Second Language Acquisition; 
D. Methods of Teaching Second Language Students; 
E. Material for Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages and the Assessment of Speakers 

of Other Languages; 
F. ESOL Practicum (three (3) semester credit hours); and 
G. Elective Course work (three (3) semester hours). 

 

Teachers may choose additional courses from such areas as English language, reading, composition, 
early childhood education, bilingual education or advanced second language methods according to the 
needs of their teaching situation. 
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